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that day's entertainment. Were I able to dress up several thoughts of a serious nature, which have made great impressions on my mind during a long fit of sickness, they might not be an improper entertainment for that occasion.
Among all the reflections which usually rise in the mind of a sick man, who has time and inclination to consider his approaching end, there is none more natural than that of his going to appear naked and unbodied before Him who made him. When a man considers that, as soon as the vital union is dissolved, he shall see that Supreme Being whom, he now contemplates at a distance, and only in His works; or, to speak more philosophically, when by some faculty in the soul he shall apprehend the Divine Being, and be more sensible of His Presence, than we are now of the presence of any object which the eye beholds, a man must be lost in carelessness and stupidity who is not alarmed at such a thought. Dr Sherlock, in his excellent treatise upon death *, has represented, in very strong and lively colours, the state of the soul in its first separation from the body, with regard to that invisible world which everywhere surrounds us, though we are not able to discover it through the grosser world of matter which is accommodated to our senses in his life. His words are as follow :
* That death, which is our leaving this world, is nothing else but our putting off these bodies, teaches us that it is only our union to these bodies which intercepts the sight of the other world. The other world is not at such a distance from us as we may imagine; the throne of God indeed is at a great remove from this earth, above the third heavens, where He displays His glory to those blessed spirits which encompass His throne; but as soon as we step out of these bodies, we step into the other world, which is not so properly another world (for there is the same heaven and earth still) as a new state of life. To live in these bodies is to live in this world; to live out of them is to remove into the next. For while our souls are confined to these bodies, and can look only through these material casements, nothing but what is material can i See No. 37.